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Dear Steve 
 
Re: POLICE AND CRIME PANEL GRANT 
 
Thank you for your letter of 24 September requesting advice on the use of Home Office 
grant funding and detailing your views on the suitability of current funding levels for Police 
and Crime Panels (PCPs). I apologise for the delay in providing a response. 
 
As you note in your letter, current proposals regarding the National Association of Police, 
Fire and Crime Panels involve PCPs paying an annual subscription to cover the 
management and administrative resource of such an association.  
 
The Home Office is committed to supporting and developing the role of PCPs in England 
and Wales. However, we consider that the use of grant funding to pay subscriptions to a 
national association is not within scope of the grant agreements we have in place with host 
authorities.  
 
Money paid by the Home Office must be used to maintain the PCP and enable it to carry 
out its statutory functions and responsibilities1. As you are aware, there is no statutory 
function or responsibility for PCPs to be a member of a representative body. Their 
functions are focused on scrutiny of the relevant PCC, and by definition, do not extend 
beyond the police area of the PCC.  
 
Furthermore, the grant agreements provide that funding is paid towards ‘eligible 
expenditure’, which expressly excludes activity to influence or attempt to influence the 
Government or Parliament, or the legislative process.  

                                                
1 As set out in sections 28 & 33, and Schedules 1, 5, and 8 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility 

Act 2011 



While Welsh Panels are constitutionally distinct from those established in England, the 
same statutory functions (and grant agreement terms) apply to both English and Welsh 
Panels. We consider that if a host authority (in England or Wales) were to pay a 
subscription to a national association of the type described in your letter, it would be in 
breach of grant agreement terms; and that the Home Office would be entitled to refuse to 
pay claims that are attributed to the national association. 
 
On the issue of PCP funding, I appreciate the feedback provided in your letter regarding 
Panel members’ concerns. We believe the level of funding currently administered to PCPs 
via the Home Office grant is broadly appropriate, covering annual running costs in addition 
to separate member allowances and translation support. However, we acknowledge that 
there is some variation in the work of PCPs generally; and the use made of grant funding 
more specifically. Officials are currently scoping an exercise to be undertaken later this 
year which will aim to assess how scrutiny is being carried out in different areas, and to 
establish the wider support needs of PCPs (with particular reference to those panels taking 
on responsibility for fire scrutiny). 
 
Thank you for your kind invitation to attend a future meeting of Chairs and Vice Chairs – 
my team would be very glad to engage with your office as we continue to develop our 
understanding of local scrutiny needs. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Lauren Diffey 
Head of PCC Policy, Scrutiny and Accountability 


